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The Commands of Our Lord
“Abide with Me” Part I.
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful.
Those who are closely keeping up with the topics chosen will note that topic 0712 and 0702 were the same: Repent.  It seemed that I needed to couple “repent” with “repentance” and so another session on repent was needed.  I hope that the two together are useful and not too repetitive.  I certainly learned a lot by doing it twice.  I renamed the topic title to “Repentance” in my list.
This week we will study what Jesus meant by abiding with Him and why it is so important.  This topic may need two sessions also.  There are several verses concerning this topic.  The bold command of Jesus is:
John 15:9 “Just as the Father has loved Me, I have also loved you; abide in My love.”
Jesus tells us that He loves us just like the Father loved Him and because of that great love He commands us to abide in His love.  Abiding means never straying away and that will have to be a goal for us as long as we are in this world for we will certainly occasionally sin by not abiding in His love.  
John 8:31 “Jesus therefore was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, "If you abide in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine;”
Jesus tells us that true disciples of His abide in His word.  So our desire to remain true to His word and to yearn to hear more of His word is an indication that we are really His disciples.  

John 15:4 “Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you, unless you abide in Me.”
Bearing fruit is a Christian trait that we should all desire.  Jesus may have been referring to the fruit of the Spirit or He may have just been referring to an Christian trait that we should be producing.  Either way, we only properly represent Jesus when we abide in Him.

Gal 5:22 “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,

Gal 5:23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.”
John 15:6 “If anyone does not abide in Me, he is thrown away as a branch, and dries up; and they gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned.”
This verse is certainly an eye catcher!  Just as abiding in Him is a mark of a true disciple of Jesus, not abiding in Him is a true mark of a disciple of Satan.  Nobody can serve two masters and the mark of a person who has not been born again is that the person does not desire with all his heart to continue to abide in Jesus at all times.  Christians are deeply pained when they realize that they are not abiding in the love of Jesus.  People can fool other people into thinking that they are a Christian, but nobody can fool God.  
John 15:7 “If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it shall be done for you.”
We earlier studied prayer (http://livingtheology.com/letters2006.htm April 23, 2006, LT0614) so we do not need to spend time on this verse regarding its application to prayer.  Suffice it to say that as we totally abide in Jesus then our desires become His desires for us and we wish only what He wants for us.  This does not mean that if we ask Jesus to help our basketball team win the game that He will see to it that it will win!   
John 15:10 “If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love; just as I have kept My Father's commandments, and abide in His love.”
Jesus gave us the perfect example of keeping the Father’s commandments and thereby abiding in the Father’s love.  We are to follow His example by keeping His commandments and thereby abiding in the love of Jesus.  
1John 3:17 But whoever has the world's goods, and beholds his brother in need and closes his heart against him, how does the love of God abide in him?
Another test for our abiding in Jesus is how willing we are to help our fellow Christians who are in need.  We have a special obligation to help fellow Christians.  We should rejoice when the needs of a fellow Christian are revealed to us in a way that we can use what God has given us to help him/her.  

This week is extremely important in the life of the Christian for it leads up to the most holy day, Resurrection Sunday.  As we go through the week let us all particularly concentrate on abiding in the love of our Lord and Savior.  This week we remember His suffering and dying for our sins.  We then begin a new week on April 8 as we celebrate His physical resurrection from the dead.  Jesus died for our sins and His resurrection reveals that the Father accepted His sacrifice for us.  Paul reminds us that if the physical resurrection of Jesus did not occur then there is no Christianity.

1Cor 15:12 “Now if Christ is preached, that He has been raised from the dead, how do some among you say that there is no resurrection of the dead?

1Cor 15:13 But if there is no resurrection of the dead, not even Christ has been raised;

1Cor 15:14 and if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is vain, your faith also is vain.”
But the resurrection of Jesus Christ is a fact and our faith is not in vain.  So abide in Him!

